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Young Professionals’ Platform for Agricultural Research for Development

Strategies for engaging young men
and women



o
SJPARD
y/ Young Professionals’ Platform for Agricultural Research for Development

What is YPARD?

A global platform of young professionals under 40 years of
age active in Agricultural Research for Development (ARD



Ageing ARD population

Age distribution by agency and gender, 2007

At these three agencies over half were between the ages 51 and 60. This aging pool of well-
gualified researchers, many of whom will retire in the next decade, is a major area of concern.

Sources: Calculated by authors from ASTI-AWARD 2008/09.
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Figure C7—Age distribution by institutional category and gender, 2007

This figure illustrates the distribution of researchers by age at INERA, IRSAT, and at the Institute
for Rural Development (IDR), disaggregated by agency and gender. At these agencies, the large
majority of researchers were over 40 years old in 2007, and 50 percent were between the ages 41
and 50. Male researchers were slightly older than their female colleagues, 34 percent of male
researchers were between the ages of 51 and 60 years old compared to only 9 percent of female

researchers.
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Source: Calculated by authors from ASTI-AWARD 2008/09.
Note:  Figures in parentheses indicate the number of agencies in each category.




Insufficient participation of young professionals
In dialogues addressing critical development
Issues

Limited access to professional opportunities fc
youth

Absence of a support network or platform to
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concerns

Declining interest in agriculture among youth

The need for sustainable ARD
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Coordination offices

Global Coordination Unit at
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Objective One: Facilitating theexchangeof
Informationand knowledge among young
professionals acrosmsmplmes professmns age
andregions —
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Objective Two: Breadening opportunities for
young professionals to contribute torstrategic’AR
policy debates
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Objective Three: Promoting-agriculture among
young people




